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I  a m  S a r a h  J o r d a n ,  o w n e r  o f  J o r d a n
L a w  F i r m  a n d  a  W a s h i n g t o n  E s t a t e
A t t o r n e y .  I f  y o u  n e e d  h e l p  w i t h  e s t a t e
p l a n n i n g ,  g e t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  m e  a n d  I
w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  t a l k  y o u  t h r o u g h  i t .

E s t a t e  p l a n n i n g  i s  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f
m a k i n g  a  p l a n  f o r  y o u r  f a m i l y ,  h e a l t h ,
a n d  a s s e t  t r a n s f e r  i n  c a s e  o f  p o s s i b l e
i n c a p a c i t y  o r  d e a t h .  I t  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t
w a y  t o  c a r e  f o r  y o u r s e l f  a n d  y o u r
f a m i l y - - a n d  u l t i m a t e l y ,  t o  g e t
o r g a n i z e d .  

T h i s  g u i d e  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  h e l p  y o u
m a k e  r e a l  p r o g r e s s  o n  y o u r  p l a n .  I n
a d d i t i o n ,  I  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  a t t e n d  a  f r e e
W i l l s  W o r k s h o p  ( r e g i s t e r  o n l i n e  a t
j o r d a n l a w f i r m p l l c . c o m / w i l l s - w o r k s h o p )
a n d  t o  g e t  i n  t o u c h  t o  s c h e d u l e  a
c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  m e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Sarah Jordan

Hello!
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Appoint a guardian for minor
children

Provide clarity to your loved ones
about your wishes

Maintain control over your health
care choices

Encourage family harmony

M a k i n g  a n  e s t a t e  p l a n  i s  i m p o r t a n t  s o  t h a t  y o u r  c h o i c e s  a r e  h o n o r e d  a n d  y o u r
l o v e d  o n e s  h a v e  a n  o r g a n i z e d  p l a n  t o  f o l l o w .  A l s o  c o n s i d e r . . .

Also...
G a i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a b o u t
w h a t  a n  e x e c u t o r  d o e s

E n s u r e  y o u r  f a m i l y  c a n
a c c e s s  y o u r  o n l i n e  p h o t o s  

P l a n  f o r  k i d s '  c o l l e g e
e x p e n s e s  o r  o t h e r  n e e d s

A r r a n g e  f o r  p e t  c a r e

D o n e  i n  4 - 6
w e e k s

F l a t  f e e s
a v a i l a b l e

Details

Planning is Important

Choose who will be in charge of
your estate

Avoid last-minute decisions

If your spouse/partner dies, you
understand the family's financial
picture

Bonus: Finally get this off your
to-do list!
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Y o u r  f a m i l y  m a k e u p  a n d  d y n a m i c  i m p a c t s
y o u r  p l a n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s
s h o u l d  f a c t o r  i n  c o m m u n i t y  p r o p e r t y  l a w s .
P a r e n t s  m u s t  c o n s i d e r  g u a r d i a n s h i p  a n d
a s s e t  m a n a g e m e n t  f o r  m i n o r  c h i l d r e n .
F a m i l y  m e m b e r s  w i t h  c e r t a i n  d i s a b i l i t i e s
w i l l  n o t  w a n t  t o  b e  b u m p e d  o u t  o f
e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t  b e n e f i t s .
S t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  a l s o  w o r t h
c o n s i d e r i n g .

Y o u r  p l a n n i n g  g o a l s  a r e  i n t e g r a l  t o  t h e
q u e s t i o n  o f  h o w  t o  d e v e l o p  y o u r  e s t a t e
p l a n .  I s  y o u r  m a i n  c o n c e r n  g u a r d i a n s h i p  f o r
y o u r  c h i l d r e n ?  M a y b e  i t ' s  s i m p l y  c l a r i t y  a n d
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  O r  i t  c o u l d  b e  t h a t  y o u  w a n t
t o  e n s u r e  a  f a m i l y  m e m b e r  w i t h  s p e c i a l
h e a l t h  n e e d s  i s  p r o v i d e d  f o r .  G e t t i n g  t o  t h e
b o t t o m  o f  w h a t  m o t i v a t e s  y o u  i s  t h e  k e y
s t a r t i n g  p o i n t .

P l a n n i n g  i s  a  g o o d  i d e a  w h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
w e l l - o f f  o r  i f  y o u  h a v e  a  m o d e s t  e s t a t e .  W e
t h i n k  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a n d  l e g a l
i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t r a n s f e r r i n g  a s s e t s ,  n o
m a t t e r  t h e  v a l u e ,  t o  v a r i o u s  h e i r s ,  s u c h  a s
m i n o r  c h i l d r e n ,  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y ,  a n d
c h a r i t i e s  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  H i g h  n e t  w o r t h
c l i e n t s  m a y  r e q u i r e  t a x  p l a n n i n g ,  b u t
m o d e s t  e s t a t e s  d e s e r v e  c a r e  t o o .

Goals

Family

Assets
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T r u s t e e :  s o m e o n e  t o  m a n a g e  t h e  t r u s t

a s s e t s

B e n e f i c i a r y :  t h e  p e r s o n  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n

t h a t  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  t h e  t r u s t  a s s e t s

T r u s t  a s s e t s :  w h a t  t h e  t r u s t  o r  t r u s t e e

o w n s

D i s t r i b u t i o n s :  h o w ,  w h e n ,  a n d  w h y  t r u s t

a s s e t s  a r e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s

T h e r e  a r e  e n t i t i e s  t h a t  g o v e r n  a s s e t

m a n a g e m e n t .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t r u s t s  s h a r e  f o u r

e l e m e n t s :

O n e  w a y  t o  c a t e g o r i z e  t r u s t s  i s . . .

> T e s t a m e n t a r y  t r u s t s :  c r e a t e d  i n  a  l a s t  w i l l

> L i v i n g  t r u s t s :  c r e a t e d  d u r i n g  s o m e o n e ' s  l i f e

a n d  f u n d e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  l i f e t i m e

A Will

E a c h  s p o u s e  s h o u l d  h a v e
t h e i r  o w n  w i l l .   
W i l l s  m u s t  b e  w i t n e s s e d  b y
t w o  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  o v e r  1 8
a n d  w h o  a r e  n o t  f a m i l y  o r
f e l o n s .  N o t a r i z a t i o n  i s  n o t  a
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  w i l l s ,  b u t
w e  a l w a y s  h a v e  a  n o t a r y
s i g n  a  w i t n e s s  a f f i d a v i t .
W i l l s  c a n  b e  u p d a t e d  a t  a n y
t i m e  w i t h  w h a t ' s  c a l l e d  a
' c o d i c i l . '
A  w i l l  n e i t h e r  r e q u i r e s  n o r
a v o i d s  p r o b a t e ,  w h i c h
d e p e n d s  o n  o t h e r  f a c t o r s .

A  w i l l  n o m i n a t e s  a  p e r s o n a l
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  ( a k a  ' e x e c u t o r ' ) ,
a p p o i n t s  a  g u a r d i a n  f o r  m i n o r
c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  d i r e c t s  t h e
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  y o u r  a s s e t s .

A l s o  n o t e :

Other Tools

P o w e r s  o f  a t t o r n e y

H e a l t h  c a r e  d i r e c t i v e s

C o m m u n i t y  p r o p e r t y  a g r e e m e n t s

Trusts

D e e d s

D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  r e m a i n s
i n s t r u c t i o n s



W h y  w a i t ?  L e t ' s  g e t  s t a r t e d  r i g h t  n o w .  H e r e  a r e  s o m e  k e y  d e c i s i o n s  y o u  n e e d  t o  m a k e .

W H O  W I L L  B E  Y O U R  P E R S O N A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E ?

Make progress right now

W O U L D  Y O U  L I K E  T O  G I V E  S O M E O N E  A  P A R T I C U L A R  I T E M  O F  Y O U R  P R O P E R T Y ?

W H O  S H O U L D  G E T  T H E  R E S T  O F  Y O U R  A S S E T S ?

W h o  w i l l  g e t  y o u r  f i n a l  d e b t s  p a i d  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  y o u r  a s s e t s ?  M a n y  p e o p l e  c h o o s e
t h e i r  s p o u s e .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  s o m e o n e  w i t h  g o o d  j u d g m e n t  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s k i l l s .

W H O  W I L L  B E  Y O U R  C H I L D R E N ' S  G U A R D I A N ?

T h e  g u a r d i a n  i s  a p p o i n t e d  i f  b o t h  p a r e n t s  a r e  d e c e a s e d  o r  t h e  s o l e  r e m a i n i n g  p a r e n t
i s  i n c a p a c i t a t e d .  C h o o s e  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  i s  b e s t  s u i t e d  t o  c a r e  f o r  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  d a y - t o -
d a y  n e e d s  i n  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s .

W H O  W I L L  B E  Y O U R  H E A L T H  C A R E  A G E N T ?

T h i s  p e r s o n  w i l l  c a r r y  o u t  y o u r  h e a l t h  c a r e  w i s h e s .  C h o o s e  s o m e o n e  w h o  w i l l  r e s p e c t
y o u r  w i s h e s  e v e n  i f  t h e y  d o  n o t  a g r e e  p e r s o n a l l y .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  f a m i l y  h e i r l o o m s  o r  i t e m s  o f  s e n t i m e n t a l  v a l u e  o r  o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e
t o  y o u ,  l i s t  t h e m  h e r e .

A f t e r  y o u  g i v e  s p e c i f i c  g i f t s ,  y o u  w i l l  l e a v e  t h e  r e s t  o f  y o u r  a s s e t s  t o  p e o p l e  o r  a n
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  O f t e n  t h e  b u l k  o f  a n  e s t a t e  i s  l e f t  t o  a  s p o u s e ,  c h i l d r e n ,  o r  s p l i t  a m o n g
v a r i o u s  p e o p l e .
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K e e p  g o i n g .  H e r e  a r e  s o m e  a d d i t i o n a l  k e y  d e c i s i o n s  y o u  n e e d  t o  m a k e .

F O R  A S S E T S  L E F T  T O  A  C H I L D ,  H O W  S H O U L D  T H E Y  B E  U S E D / S P E N T ?

More progress...

W O U L D  Y O U  L I K E  T O  D O N A T E  Y O U R  O R G A N S  A F T E R  Y O U R  D E A T H ?

W H A T  I S  T H E  P L A N  F O R  P E T  C A R E  I F  Y O U  C A N  N O  L O N G E R  D O  I T ?

I f  y o u r  c h i l d  u n d e r  1 8  i n h e r i t s  a s s e t s  ( u s u a l l y  t h r o u g h  a  m i n o r ' s  t r u s t ) ,  h o w  s h o u l d  t h e
f u n d s  b e  u s e d ?  E x a m p l e s  i n c l u d e  e d u c a t i o n ,  h e a l t h  c a r e ,  a n d  t r a v e l  t o  v i s i t  f a m i l y .

H O W  S H O U L D  Y O U R  H E A L T H  C A R E  A G E N T  M A K E  D E C I S I O N S  A B O U T  Y O U R  H E A L T H ?

I f  y o u  c a n n o t  c o m m u n i c a t e  y o u r  w i s h e s  a b o u t  y o u r  h e a l t h ,  w h a t  s h o u l d  y o u r  h e a l t h  c a r e
a g e n t  k n o w  a b o u t  y o u r  h e a l t h ?

W H O  S H O U L D  B E  Y O U R  F I N A N C I A L  A T T O R N E Y - I N - F A C T ?

Y o u r  a t t o r n e y - i n - f a c t  a c t s  o n  y o u r  b e h a l f  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  f i n a n c i a l  m a t t e r s .  T h e y  m u s t
a c t  i n  y o u r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  y o u r  w i s h e s .  C h o o s e  s o m e o n e  t r u s t w o r t h y .

G e t  m o r e  s p e c i f i c  t h a n  ' y e s '  o r  ' n o . '  C o n s i d e r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t r a n s p l a n t  v e r s u s
r e s e a r c h  p u r p o s e s .  W h a t  a b o u t  e x c l u s i o n s ?  E x a m p l e s :  n o  d o n a t i o n  o f  e y e s  o r  b r a i n .

F o r  m a n y ,  p e t s  b r i n g  i m m e a s u r a b l e  j o y  a n d  a r e  l o v e d  l i k e  f a m i l y .  W h o  s h o u l d  c a r e  f o r
y o u r  p e t s  i f  y o u  c a n n o t ?  W h o  i s  t h e i r  v e t e r i n a r i a n ?  M e d i c a t i o n s  o r  s p e c i a l  f o o d ?
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What does the
attorney do?
E l i c i t s  t h e  r ight  i n f o r m a t i o n
f r o m  y o u ,  m e a n i n g  t h e  a t t o r n e y
k n o w s  w h a t  t o  w a t c h  f o r ,  w h a t
d e t a i l s  o r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  n e e d
c a r e  a n d  a t t e n t i o n - - y o u ' r e  n o t
e x p e c t e d  t o  k n o w  w h a t ' s
i m p o r t a n t  a n d  w h a t ' s  n o t .

C o m p a r e s  y o u r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s
a g a i n s t  a  g r e a t  b o d y  o f  l e g a l
p r e c e d e n t  i n  w h i c h  t h i n g s  w e n t
a w r y ,  a n d  m a k e s  a  s o u n d  p l a n
t h a t  a v o i d s  a l l  t h o s e  p i t f a l l s .

P a r t n e r s  w i t h  y o u .  O f  c o u r s e ,
t h e  a t t o r n e y  d r a f t s  l e g a l l y -
s o u n d  d o c u m e n t s ,  b u t  y o u  w i l l
w o r k  t o g e t h e r  a s  a  t e a m
b e c a u s e  y o u  c o n t r i b u t e  t h a t
i n t i m a t e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  y o u r
f a m i l y ,  a s s e t s ,  g o a l s ,  a n d
w i s h e s .

N u r t u r e s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  p o t e n t i a l l y
l a s t s  d e c a d e s .  T h e  b e a u t y  o f
w o r k i n g  w i t h  a n  a t t o r n e y  y o u
t r u s t  i s  t h a t  y o u ,  a n d  y o u r
f a m i l y  m e m b e r s ,  h a v e  a  l i f e -
l o n g  r e s o u r c e  w h o  u n d e r s t a n d s
y o u r  l i f e  a n d  l e g a c y  a n d  c a n
b r i d g e  t h e  g a p  w h e n  y o u r  w i l l
o r  t r u s t  e v e n t u a l l y  n e e d s  t o  b e
a d m i n i s t e r e d .

What else?
H e l p s  y o u  c h o o s e  t h e  r i g h t
d o c u m e n t s

D e t e r m i n e s  t h e  p e r t i n e n t
p r o v i s i o n s

M a k e s  s u r e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  y o u r
p l a n

C h e c k s  i n  w i t h  r e v i e w
r e m i n d e r s

O v e r s e e s  t h e  n o t a r y  a n d
w i t n e s s  s i g n a t u r e s

P r o v i d e s  a  p a p e r  a n d  d i g i t a l
c o p y  o f  t h e  d o c u m e n t s

At
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ey
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N E E D  H E L P ?

SCHEDULE A CALL
CONTACT:

FRONTDESK@JORDANLAWFIRMPLLC.COM
OR VISIT:  JORDANLAWFIRMPLLC.COM/CONTACT



Our team

Sarah Jordan
Owner & Attorney
sarah@jordanlawfirmpllc.com

Deborah Binder
Outreach Specialist
deborahb@jordanlawfirmpllc.com

Administrative Assistant
isabelz@jordanlawfirmpllc.com

Deborah provides outreach to
the community on our estate
and probate services.

Sarah provides legal counsel,
research, drafting, and
strategizing on all client
matters. 

Isabel Zyla

Jennifer Evans
Legal Assistant
jennifere@jordanlawfirmpllc.com

Isabel takes care of clients
and handles office
operations.

Jennifer helps draft legal
documents and is our all-
around problem solver.
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W e  k e e p  y o u  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e
s t a t u s  o f  y o u r  l e g a l  m a t t e r .  P h o n e  a n d
e m a i l  a r e  t h e  b e s t  w a y s  t o  c o n t a c t  u s .   
W e  c a n  a l s o  v i d e o  c o n f e r e n c e  t h r o u g h
S k y p e  o r  Z o o m .  I n - p e r s o n  m e e t i n g s ,
e x c e p t  f o r  n o t a r i z i n g ,  a r e  t e m p o r a r i l y
s u s p e n d e d .

W e  k e e p  c o n f i d e n t i a l  a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n
r e l a t i n g  t o  y o u ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
y o u  a r e  a  c l i e n t ,  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  o u r
c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  a n d  y o u r  p e r s o n a l
i n f o r m a t i o n .  S a r a h  c a n  i n v o k e
a t t o r n e y - c l i e n t  p r i v i l e g e  i f  s h e  i s  e v e r
c o m p e l l e d  t o  r e v e a l  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n .

W e  a v o i d  c o n f l i c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t .   W e
c h e c k  f o r  c o n f l i c t s  b e f o r e
r e p r e s e n t i n g  y o u  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t
S a r a h  c a n  b e  y o u r  a t t o r n e y .  I f ,  d u r i n g
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  w o r k i n g  w i t h  y o u ,  a
c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  a r i s e s ,   S a r a h  m a y
h a v e  t o  w i t h d r a w  f r o m  w o r k i n g  o n
y o u r  p r o j e c t .  B u t  d o n t  w o r r y ;  i t ' s  r a r e .

confidentiality

communication

conflicts
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Our Services

Also...Estate
Administration

Estate
Planning

Wills & Trusts

Powers of Attorney

Health Care
Directives & HIPAA

Estate Plan Review

Minor Guardianship

Business Succession

Probate

Trust Administration

Small Estates

Advice & Counsel

Beneficiaries
& Heirs

Estate Assessments

Deeds

Prenuptial
Agreements

Community
Property

Agreements

Estates for
Creatives

Pet Considerations

Notary Available
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Social Media

We would love to connect with you!
Take a look at  our  social  media
handles below and fol low us or  give
us a 'heart '  on NextDoor.

Of part icular  interest  may be our
Facebook Group cal led Wil ls ,  Trusts ,
and Guardianship Washington State ,
where we post t ips ,  updates to the
law on trusts and estates,  and answer
members '  quest ions on these topics.

Register  for  a free Wil ls  Workshop at
jordanlawfirmpl lc.com/wil ls-
workshop.brazenventure.com

I t 's  always a pleasure to connect with
cl ients and our community ,  so f ind us
and reach out!

JordanLawFirmpllc

/groups/Wil lsTrustsWashington jordanlawfirmpllc

jordanlawfirmpllc

Sarah Jordan

/pages/jordan-law-firm-pllc


